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Ancestry has posted 9 collections of Dutch 

indexes online. In addition to details 

extracted from the record, the name of the 

archive where the original can be found is 

also listed, as well as a link to the record on 

the Dutch website WieWasWie. There may 

be additional information available in the 

WieWasWie extraction, and in many cases 

you'll find a link to the digitized image of the 

record. 

Anytime you begin researching in records from your ancestor’s homeland, it’s best to gather as 

much information as you can here in the U.S. first. You’ll have the best chances of success if you 

know a bit about the family and where in the Netherlands they are from.  Get to know your 

ancestor’s entire family and make note of your ancestor’s friends, associates and neighbors.  

Population Registers 

On 1 January 1850, municipalities in the 

Netherlands began recording information on 

their inhabitants in population registers, or 

bevolkingsregisters. (Some areas began the 

practice earlier than this date, but 1850 was the 

official start.) 

Population registers would record the names of 

everyone in a household throughout a period of 

10 years. By 1920, the registers had been replaced 

by "family cards." Changes like births, marriages, 

deaths, and people moving in and out of the 

household were noted in the registers allowing 

genealogists to track the comings and goings of 

individuals in a family.  

Details found in the registers generally include 

names, addresses for current and previous 

residences, dates and places of birth, 

relationships to the head of the household, 

marital status, occupations, religions, and departure dates. 

Search Netherlands, Population Registers Index, 1700-1900 

Visit our Dutch Research Center for helpful translation tools 
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Family name First name 

Sex 

Relation to 
head of house Birth date & 

birthplace 
Marital status 

Religion 
Remarks 

Number Registration date 

Occupation 
Residence 

Date of arrival in 
the community 

Previous 
residence 

Date of 
departure 
from the 
community 

Next 
residence 

Death date 

Statement 
regarding legal 
residence 
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